
 

Wembley Primary School 
Newsletter No. 6 – 15 March 2017 

Upcoming dates: 
 
Tuesday 21 March 
Divisional Swimming Carnival 
 
Thursday 23 March 
Year 5/6 High School Parent 
Information Evening 
 
Tuesday 28 March 
Regional Swimming Carnival 
 
Friday 31 March 
End of Term 1 
2:00pm Assembly 
2:15pm Dismissal 
 
 
 
 

Redgum Young Writer Award 
Last week Redgum Book Club announced the 
winners of the 2017 Young Writers’ Award. 
Ebony Norman and Ella Purkiss were the proud 
winners of the 2017 Redgum Book Club Young 
Writers’ Award in the short story category.                                                                        
With a focus on friendship Ebony and Ella created 
an entertaining story showcasing the different 
types of friendships and the bonds that make each 
day sparkle. They created ‘Morsie’ a story on best 
friends of the imaginary kind. A bright and sweet 
story on growing up – a little bit at a time – with the 
help of friends invisible and real.                                 
As a result, Ebony and Ella will now enjoy the 
process of seeing their words take shape into a book 
that will be published and available instore later 
this year.                                                                               
In addition to having their story published 
nationally, they will also receive a $250 Redgum 
Book Club voucher and an award certificate. 
Congratulations to Ebony and Ella on their success 
in winning the award and also to Cameron Truong 
and Esme Prested for having their stories 
shortlisted for the award. 

Year 6 Camp to Canberra a huge success!  
Last week our Year 6 students participated in an 
educational tour of Canberra. They had the 
opportunity to participate in a variety of 
educational programs with a focus on Australia’s 
history, culture, heritage and democracy, as well as 
some fun things!  

Two of our wonderful Year 6 students have written 
a recount of the week to share with you. You will 
find Ella and Abby’s recount in this edition of the 
school’s newsletter. 

 

From the Principals 

 
Student Clothing 
Please ensure that your 
child’s clothing is clearly 
labelled with their name and 
class. This will ensure that, 
if they accidentally leave a 
jacket or hat in the 
playground, it will get 
returned to them and not 
end up in the lost property 
cupboard. 
 



Free Dress Day 
Junior School Council’s first activity for the year will be a Free Dress Day on the last 
Thursday of term, Thursday 30 March. Students may come to school in casual 
clothes and make a $2 donation to the Royal Children’s Hospital Good Friday Appeal. 
JSC members will collect the donations from the classrooms. 

Easter Basket Raffle 
An Easter Basket raffle will also be held over the next two weeks. JSC members will 
visit classrooms at lunchtime to sell raffle tickets. Tickets can be purchased for 
50cents each or 3 tickets for $1.00. Parents are asked to donate items for the 
baskets and all donations will be gratefully accepted at the office. The raffle will be 
drawn at the final assembly for the term on Friday 31 March at 2.00pm. 

Canteen Closed 
The canteen will be closed on Friday 31 March (last day of Term 1) for recess snacks 
and lunches. The last canteen day for this term will be Thursday 30 March.  
 
Last Day of School for the Term 
Parents are reminded that school will dismiss on Friday 31 March at 2.15pm for 
the Term holidays. An assembly will be held 2.00pm and the students will be 
dismissed at 2.15pm. 

The Out of School Hour Care Program will be operating from 2.15pm on this day. 
 
Start of Term 2 
Term 2 will commence on Tuesday 18 April (after the Easter vacation) with an 
assembly at 9.00am. 
 
Medicare Child Dental Benefits Schedule 
Parents are advised that the following service is available to assist families 
financially with dental expenses that may occur throughout the year. It is important 
to access regular dental checks for your children to ensure that their gums and teeth 
are healthy and their daily hygiene routines are effective in eliminating decay and 
dental disease.  
The Child Dental Benefits Schedule (CDBS) provides financial assistance of up to 
$1000 over 2 calendar years for basic dental services to eligible children between 
the ages of 2-17 years. 
Please visit https://www.humanservices.gov.au/customer/services/medicare/child-
dental-benefits-schedule for further information on eligibility and accessing and 
managing payments. 
 
 



	

 

It’s A Jungle Out There 

In Term 3, the Senior School students 

                    will be putting on a musical called It’s A Jungle Out There.  

While every Years 3–6 student will be involved in the production,  

there will be several lead characters which will require students to audition for.  

Auditions will be run during class time from Wednesday, 

22 March till Tuesday, 28 March. 

If you are in Years 3–6 and would like to audition, please pick up an audition form at the front 

office and: 

• Fill it out and bring it to your next music session. 

• Practice Scene 2 for the audition. 

• Prepare a song to sing. 

Fill it out and bring it to your next music session. 

 
 
Wembley Netball Club 
Wembley Netball Netball Club is seeking new teams and players. If your child is 
interested in playing netball and have some friends that are keen too please 
contact.  We are seeking players for 9 and Under and 11 and Under.  Game day is 
Saturday at Altona Netball Stadium. !Parents if you are interested in coaching and or 
team managing please put your hand up by sending me an e-mail of 
interest. !rachaelc@netspace.net.au 
 
Special toys coming to school 
Over the last couple of weeks several students have come to the office upset because 
they have lost or misplaced special toys, Pokémon cards, bey blades etc. 
Unfortunately we are unable to take any responsibility for special or precious items 
that come to school. The safety of any items that come to school are the sole 
responsibility of the student and parent. The loss of these items causes distress to 
young children and it is difficult to resolve issues of missing things. 
Please discuss this matter with your child and discourage them from bringing special 
items to school. 



Learning Cycle Parent Information Sessions: 
Thank you to the 60+ parents who attend the information sessions  this week. We 
had about 40 participants attend the morning session at 9:00am and about 30 attend 
the evening session at 6:00pm. We will continue to encourage families to engage with 
the learning, teaching and assessment we do at Wembley via sessions like this, our 
newsletter and emails. If you were not able to attend and would like the 2-page 
handout, these are available at the office.  

 

 
Proficiency Scales: 
As you would have seen, our students took Proficiency Scales home last week to 
share with their families either as a hard copy (Yr P-3) or on their Macbook (Yr 4-6). 
We hope you enjoyed seeing their scales and discussing your child/ren's learning. 
Students will continue to use these Proficiency Scales in class and bring them home 
through out the year. The proficiency scales are developed by the teachers and are a 
way for students to be able to focus their learning. Teachers and students keep track 
of individual achievement of skills and growth towards an Essential Learning using 
the proficiency scale. Some of our students refer to them as ‘my ladder of learning’ or 
‘my tracker of how much I’ve grown’. Please ask your children about their 
proficiency scales, and help make sure they are returned to school. We welcome a 
parent pride comment or signature on their proficiency scale too! 



Year 6 – Canberra Camp 

Day 1  

Canberra Camp. We all had the usual “what if this?” and “what if that?” while staring 
down at our phones, the glow burning our eyes. Everyone was excited. Everyone’s 
body flipped and the thoughts rushed out of our heads as we heard Miss Mason yell, 
“5 MINUTES UNTIL WE GET TO CAMP!” The vibes of the bus suddenly changed and 
everyone began to talk, and wide eyes searched for a glimpse of camp. We didn’t 
know what to expect. We had just survived a 9 hour-long bus trip from Melbourne to 
Canberra. And then we saw it, right in front of our eyes. Ohhhs and Ahhhs spew out 
of people’s mouths. Leaumeah Lodge was beautiful! There were rows of modern, grey 
and white cabins, perfectly lined up. Then it was time to get off the bus. Everyone 
was pushing and shoving to get outside. We had a refreshing breath of outside air, as 
we stumbled along to the Rec Room, where we got the key to our cabins. There were 
fridges, air-conditioning, sturdy bunks, un-suites and best of all, phone chargers! We 
all flopped down on our chosen bed and said at the same time, “This is going to be the 



Day 2  

Our first, full day at Canberra was jam-packed full of fun activates. Firstly, we drove 
to National Museum Australia, where we headed off into our groups, to look at the 
exciting sights. Afterwards, we spent our time at the Australian Mint, where they 
make all coins. We were surrounded by gold and silver, sparkling coins. There were 
thousands of coins just stashed, in one little room of the Mint. Then, we went to the 
Governor-general’s house. Some lucky people got to sit down on his dining table. His 
house was beautiful and we had a one-hour tour of it. When we were in his dining 
room, we luckily got a special visit from the man himself, Sir Peter Cosgrove! He 
answered all of our questions about being the Governor-General. It was amazing! 

For our last day activity, we went to the Parliament House, where we visited The 
House of Representatives and the Senate. Where do you believe it, we met… Tim 
Watts. For our special, evening activity, we had to rug up warm, as we were going to 
the Telstra Tower. At the base of the tower we all sang happy birthday to Hayden 
before we went up to the highest point in Canberra, and although cold, the view and 



Day 3 

On the third day, we went to The Australian Institute of Sport (AIS). We went into 
the swimming pool, gym, training area and the volleyball courts. We also went into 
SportsTec and got to play fun sports and games. It is such an incredible facility and it 
was definitely a highlight for many of our sporting enthusiasts. After the AIS, we 
went to the War Memorial, and got to explore trenches and what kids did during the 
war. Most people bought a poppy, which they placed on the wall, next to the names of 
servicemen who had died in the line of duty. We walked along the wall, trying to find 
people’s surname that we knew. For our evening event, we did Trivia. What a night! 



Day 4 

This was our last FULL day at Canberra. Everyone found day four, really fun. First, 
we went to the Electoral Education Centre. There, we had a class-polling place where 
Peach won ‘prime-minister’. Afterwards, we went to the Museum of Australian 
Democracy, and the High Court. Lastly, we drove down Embassy Drive, and it was so 
interesting to see the number of embassies and how they were often built based on 
their cultures. Our night activity was Questacon! Need we say more? WOW! There 
was a drop slide, in the first room we went in and a lot of people went down it. Even 
Mr Lawless went down it! We visited the gift shop, a robot, a fast-and-slow motion 
exhibit and many more places! Questacon was loads of fun! 



Day 5 

Everyone had mixed feelings, happy that they were going home to their family, sad 
that they were leaving such an amazing camp, and scared for the long journey ahead. 
The teachers played tons of movies for us on the journey home. When we got back to 
Melbourne, everyone was talking to their families about their exciting time at camp! 

By Abby Brinksma and Ella Purkiss  6B  



Student Free Days (Curriculum Days) for 2017 
Each year schools receive four student free days (when student instruction does not 
occur) for professional development, school planning and administration, 
curriculum development and student assessment and reporting. 
School Council has approved the following three student free days: 

• Wednesday 22 February, 2017 
• Wednesday 3 May, 2017 
• Wednesday 28 June, 2017 

School Council has set these dates well in advance to enable you to make appropriate 
arrangements for child care. These dates are also published on the school’s website. 
OSHC Program will be operating on these days should you require childcare. 
 
Canteen News 
Thanks to the new QKR App lunch orders are now much easier to organize for your 
child. 
Orders can be placed and paid for on line and lunch is delivered to your child’s class. 
There is no need to send in a written order unless you want to provide your own bag 
and if this is the case please indicate on the bag that the order was placed online to 
avoid a situation of orders being doubled up. 
If you have any questions about ordering from the canteen please contact the 
assistants in the canteen. 
An updated Menu and price list is available on the school website. 
 
2017 Camping Program at Wembley 
The camping program at Wembley enables students to further their learning and 
social development in a non-school setting. It is designed to assist with the gradual 
development of independence and responsibility by providing engaging, challenging 
and educational experiences beyond the classroom, for all students. The program has 
been sequentially planned to enable all students from Prep through to Year 6 to 
participate in. 
To assist parents with future planning the following dates of camps for 2017 have 
been confirmed. 
Year 6-Canberra-Monday 6 to Friday 10 March (5 days, 4 nights)-in progress 
Year 5-Kangaroobie, Great Ocean Road, Princeton Monday 19 to Friday 23 June (5 
days, 4 nights) 
Year 4-Sovereign Hill, Ballarat-Monday 27 to Wednesday 29 November (3 days, 2 
nights) 
Year 3-The Island, Phillip Island-Wednesday 29 November to Friday 1 December (3 
days, 2 nights) 
Year 2-Cottage by The Sea, Queenscliff- Group 1-Wednesday 7 June to Thursday 8 
June, Group 2-Thursday 8 June to Friday 9 June (2 days, I night) 
Year 1-Games, dinner and movie at school-5.00-November-December, date to be 
decided 
Prep-Stay and Play-afternoon tea and games at school, adjacent to school day, 
November-December, date to be decided. 
Further information will be sent home to each year level regarding their camping 
activities, closer to the date. 
If you have any questions regarding the Camping Program at Wembley, please direct 
them to Annmaree Jones. 



	

Step	1.	 Download	Qkr!	
On	your	Android	phone	or	iPhone.	
iPad	users	must	download	iPhone	app.	

Step	2.	 Register	
Select	your	Country	of	Residence	as	‘Australia’	and	
follow	the	steps	to	register.	
	
Step	3.	 Find	our	school	 	
Our	school	will	appear	in	‘Nearby	Locations’	if	you’re	
within	10km’s	of	our	school,	or	search	for	our	school	
by	name.	
	
Step	4.	 Register	your	child	
When	first	accessing	our	school	you	will	be	
prompted	to	add	a	student	profile	for	your	
child/children.	This	allows	you	to	make	orders	and	
payments	for	them.	
	

	

Qkr!	Village	Cinemas	Promotion	
	
	 	

Dear	Parents	
	 		Welcome	to	Wembley	Primary	School	online	payment	app,	Qkr!	
	 	 	
	

	
The	Qkr	Team	are	offering	you	a	chance	to	win	one	of	two	x	Village	Movie	Tickets	for	four,	(2	
adults	&	2	children).	The	ticket	also	includes	4	x	small	popcorns,	4	x	drinks	&	4	x	chocolates.		
To	enter	the	draw,	all	you	have	to	do	is	pay	for	your	child’s	school	fees,	camp	or	more	on	your	
school	Qkr	App	before	the	1st	April,	2017	or	have	made	a	payment	for	any	families	that	have	
already	used	QKR.	The	winner	will	be	notified	via	email.	
	
	



Prep A Spencer P For being kind and caring when helping to cheer up a friend 
who was hurt. What a wonderful friend you are! 

Prep B Arabella W For her fantastic effort stretching out words and listening to 
their sounds when writing. I love your positive attitude and 
happy smile! 

Prep C Alice R For being a considerate classmate who always offers to help 
and care for others. Thank you for always showing the 
Wembley Value of Respect, Alice! 

Prep D Ellie H For applying herself in maths this week learning about 
ordinal numbers. Well done Ellie! 

Prep E Valentina H Congratulations on the wonderful effort you put into all of 
your tasks. Well done Valentina! 

1A Ted B For a positive attitude towards all of his learning tasks. 
Amazing work Ted! 

1B Isla C For the thought and effort that she puts into her excellent 
Fascinating Facts. Well done, Isla! 

1C Isabel S For using a fluent and expressive voice when playing Brian 
the piranha in Reader’s Theatre. Great job Isabel! 

1D Kobe S For his consistent display of all the Wembley values inside 
and outside the classroom. What a fantastic role model!  
Well done, Kobe! 

2A Callum L For his focus and effort in maths this week, particularly 
when working on renaming and expanding numbers.  Keep 
up the effort, Callum! 

2B Danny N For his focus and effort in reading this week, especially 
when using decoding strategies to solve unknown words. 
Well done, Danny! 

2C Harry R For his outstanding effort with renaming and expanding 
numbers while learning about Place Value in Maths 

2D Alexandria J For her fantastic effort and persistence in Mathematics this 
week, especially when learning about renaming and 
expanding numbers. Great job, Alexandria! 

2E Mya S  For her fantastic work renaming and expanding numbers 
during our place value Maths lessons  

3A Alexa Z For her excellent persistence in all areas of her learning, 
especially when predicting in Reading and when completing 
Place Value investigations. Amazing job, Alexa! 

 



3B Vitthal P For his outstanding focus and teamwork shown whilst 
creating our student generated Place Value Anchor Charts.  
Keep up the amazing work Vitthal!  

3C Samuel B For exceptional effort and understanding of mathematical 
concepts. 

3D Petra H For applying herself in her writing and effectively using all 
Proficiency Scales to create personal goals. Keep up the 
amazing work Petra!  

4A Keeva C For her wonderful effort in all areas of her learning. 
Consistently applying herself whilst working towards her 
learning goals. Amazing work, keep it up Keeva!! 

4B Minh-Anh L For writing a fantastic explanation introduction on how 
beavers build their homes including an engaging lead, 
opening statement and definition. 

4C Tex P For his hard work and persistence when working through 
the writing process for an explanation text. 

4D James T For successfully showing clear reasoning and understanding 
in our Mathematics unit on odd and even concepts. 

5A Alegra B For showing persistence to achieve her learning goals in 
Maths. Keep up the amazing work, Alegra! 

5B Kitty D For her persistence with a persuasive piece of writing. Kitty 
followed the structure of a persuasive essay and included 
some persuasive techniques.  

5C Angus U For his brilliant writing piece on colonial perspectives and 
his willingness to take risks when attempting new and 
challenging skills. Outstanding effort, Angus! 

5D Lachie C For his noticeably improved effort within all tasks and 
making positive choices to enhance his learning.  

5/6A   

6A   

6B   

6C   

	



	
Wembley Parents Community Group 

(WPCG) 

 
 

Who is WPCG. 
We are a group of parents focusing on community togetherness and culture 
building, along with forming the fundraising arm at Wembley Primary School. 

 

Class Representatives for 2017 
WPCG is again looking for parents to become their Class Representative/s for 

2017.  
All WPCG Reps play an important role in facilitating the building of our school 

community and culture, starting from the ground up at class level.  
 

Responsibility of a WPCG Class Rep 
• Act as the main conduit between parents of your child’s class and WPCG 

to keep them up to date with events throughout the year. 
• 2017 is a Wembley Fete year.  Reps will become vitally important in the 

overall organization of the day – timetabling volunteers, working stalls, 
sourcing leads for donations/sponsorship, etc. 

• Encourage families to participate in events and activities. It is through 
engagement that our community grows. 

• Most of our communication will be done via email but there will be times 
we will try to come together to idea share, problem solve and have a chat! 

• Have heaps of fun whilst networking with other like-minded parents. 
 

Proposed Future Events for WPCG  
• Family Film Night 
• Mum’s Night Out/Dad’s Night Out 
• Wembley Families’ Small Business Showcase 
• Wine Tasting Evening 
• Mothers and Fathers Day Stalls 
• Wembley Fete 
• Annual Raffle 
• Guest speakers ie. Cyber Safety, “Raising Children” – Steve Biddulph 

           We are always looking for new and exciting ideas. Don’t be shy! 



	

 
If you are keen to get involved and make a real difference, please email Ally 

and Rebecca on wembleycommunitygroup@gmail.com 
 

Make sure you like our facebook page: 
Wembley Parents Community Group (@WPCG4788) 

 

 

TERM 1 DRAMA AT WEMBLEY
Schamozzle offer drama classes for Wembley 
Primary School children at the school on Friday 
afternoons. Term 1 classes start Friday 24th 
February. 

Group 1: 2.25-3.15pm
Group 2: 3.15-4.15pm

Term 1 is a 5 week term open to all children 
from Prep-Year 6.Cost for the term is $70.

Please contact Suzanne for enrolment details: 
suzanne@schamozzle.com.au
0416 104 947
www.schamozzle.com.au


