
2018 SEM 1 ELSP ENGLISH YR 6 
 

What is it that we want our students to know, understand, do and communicate KUDCO? 
 

Year Level: Six Semester:  One Subject: English 
 

Team Members: Katie McClue, Shane Collins, Craig Elliot, Linda 
Turner, Lisa Baker & Tom Penberthy 

Essential Learning 
What is the essential 
learning? Describe in 
student friendly vocabulary. 

Example-Rigor 
What does proficient student work look 
like? Provide an example and/or 
description. 

Prior Skills Needed 
What prior knowledge, skills 
and/or vocabulary are needed 
for a student to master this 
essential learning? 

Common Assessments 
What assessment/s will 
be used to measure 
student mastery? 
 

When taught? 
When will this 
essential learning 
be taught? 

Extension Skills 
What will we do when 
students have already 
learned this essential 
learning? 

 

Comprehension: Within & 
Beyond the Text  
I can identify and analyse 
information within a text to 
build literal comprehension of 
a text as well as  beyond the 
text to build inferred 
comprehension of a text.  
 
Learning Targets: 
I can Identify important ideas 
and information in a text by 
summarising 
 
Use a range of strategies to 
understand content specific 
vocabulary 
 
Make, monitor and alter 
justified predictions about the 
text; before, during, and after 
reading.  
 
Make detailed connections 
(T/W/S) across all genres  
 
Change opinions & 
understandings, based on new 
information/insights gained 

Within the Text  
I can engage with complex plotlines & texts 
 
Identify important ideas and information 
(longer texts with chapters and sometimes 
multiple texts)  
 
organise into summary form in order to 
remember and use them as background 
knowledge in reading or for discussion and 
writing. 
  
Identify words that have alternate meanings 
when used in different contexts and 
understand/use strategies to attain meaning 
in uncommon context.  (bark, lie, spring, 
address, gay) 
 
 
BEYOND THE TEXT:  
Predictions: 

- Monitor and change justified 
predictions while reading.  

 
Connections:  

- To their own lives and 
contemporary issues and problems. 

- Using sensory imagery in fiction 
and poetry.  

- To other texts by topic, major 
ideas, author’s styles and genres.  

Within the Text  
I know of and can use the 
following strategies, to build 
literal comprehension:  
Activating and using prior 
knowledge 
Identifying key information  
Summarising  
 
I know what decoding is and 
know of a range of strategies I 
can use to determine word 
meaning.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
BEYOND THE TEXT:  
I know of and can use the 
following strategies, to build 
comprehension beyond the text:  
Activating and using prior 
knowledge 
Predicting 
Making connections 
Inferring 
Synthesising 
 
 
 

Within the Text  
F&P  
 
Cornell note-taking Tasks 
 
1:1 Reading conferences 
 
Summaries & Re-tells 
(verbal and written)  
 
Anecdotal notes 
 
 

 

Term 1  
Week 6 - Term 2 
Week 11 

Within the Text  
 Increasing length and 
complexity of texts that 
students engage with. Reading 
above Level X.  
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from a variety of texts 
(Synthesising) 
 
Hypothesise reasons for 
character & plot development 
(Inferring)  
 
 
Recognise & understand the 
importance of symbolism and 
make connections to real-life 
issues.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

- By maintaining memory of many 
different texts 

 
Synthesising:  

- Recognise and compare multiple 
points of view.  

- Develop my own opinion through 
engaging with a variety of texts 

 
Inferring:  

- Setting plays a role in the 
mood/symbolism of a piece of 
writing  

- Understand subtexts where the 
author is saying one thing but 
meaning another. 

 
 

 

Decoding & Fluency: 
I can use word solving strategies 
and readers’ tools (glossaries, 
dictionaries) to read fluently 
and solve the meaning of 
words, including 
content-specific and technical 
words. 
 
Learning Target:  
I can decode & pronounce 
complex words using the most 
efficient decoding strategies.  
 

I can use word solving strategies to work out 
the pronunciation of unknown words: 
Chunking 
Sliding  
Base Words 
Pre-fixes & Suffixes 
 
I can use a variety of strategies to check the 
pronunciation of new/foreign words  

- Ask/Inquiry  
- Google pronunciation  
- Phonetic representations  

 
I can use word solving strategies to work out 
the  meaning of unknown words: 

I can integrate decoding 
strategies and use them 
automatically.  
 
I can:  
Break words into syllables 
Read word parts  
Read phonogram pattern/rimes  
Affixes 
 
I can decode an unfamiliar word.  
Does it look right? 
Does it sound right? 
Does it make sense? 

Running record observing 
the decoding strategies the 
student uses. 
 
F&P Word list sentences 
CFA 
 
Probe (for students who 
have already achieved 
Level Z on Fountas and 
Pinnell).  
 
Reading conferences. 
 
Reader’s Theatre 

Term 1  
Week 6 - Term 2 
Week 11 

Apply known strategies to more 
complex words. 

I can extend my knowledge of 
reading more complex texts 
automatically: 
-Special forms such as satire, 
parody, allegory and 
monologue. 

2 
*Working in Collaborative teams, examine all relevant documents, school scope and sequence, regional documents and AusVELS, and then apply the criteria of endurance, leverage and readiness to determine which standards are 
essential for all students to master. Remember, less is more. For each standard selected, complete the remaining columns. Complete the chart by the second or third week of each term/semester. 
BLUE= Reading and Viewing, RED= Writing, GREEN= Speaking and Listening.  



2018 SEM 1 ELSP ENGLISH YR 6 

I use MSV to monitor the 
accuracy of my reading.  
 
I can decode words with 
automaticity to read a text with 
fluency. 
 
I can determine the meaning of 
a word by using efficient 
strategies. 
 
I can read fluently  with 
appropriate volume, 
expression, tone and pace when 
reading aloud.  

My background knowledge 
Basewords, Prefixes & Suffixes 
Graphics 
Context 
Dictionary  
 
Reads text fluently at an F&P  level X.  
 
FLUENCY - F&P Descriptor:  

- Reads primarily in larger 
meaningful phrases 

- mostly smooth, expressive 
interpretation and pausing 

-  guided by author’s meaning and 
punctuation 

- appropriate stress and rate, with 
only a few slow-downs. 

 
 
 

If it does not - Self Correct if it 
doesn’t 

I know a number of prefixes and 
suffixes and their meaning (dis, 
mis, ed) 
 
I have prior knowledge of the 
vocabulary associated with the 
topic/genre I am reading about. 

I understand that fluency consists 
of accuracy, rate, expression, and 
is reliant on punctuation.  

 
 

Comprehension 4: Personal 
Reading Choices - About the 
Text  
I can evaluate and provide a 
considered explanation related 
to my personal reading choices 
 
Learning Targets: 
I can discuss and justify my 
reading preferences and 
opinions of a text, a genre or an 
author.  
 
I can use a variety of sources to 
inform my reading choices 
(blogs, library, 
recommendations)  
 
I have a growth mindset when it 
comes to text selection and 
experiment with reading a 
variety of genres/authors  
 

Develop personal preferences for reading 
choices, based on:  

Genre type 
Author craft & style 
Known Authors 
Book length  
Complexity of text 
 
Be able to hold a detailed discussion about 
book choice, that includes justification and 
evidence of the thought process behind 
reading choices.  
 
To reflect upon and review texts throughout 
the reading process, forming opinions about 
the text and author/author craft  
 
Pick out books they want to read using 
goodreads and trips to the library. Develop 
library skills 
 
To use the library effectively as a source of 
new reading material.  

Knowledge of ‘Just Right’ books 
and how to choose them. 
 
Knowledge of how to complete a 
book review & the relevant 
content. 
 
Experience in selecting own 
reading material  
 
Appropriate reasons to abandon 
books  

1:1 conferences - Use of 
discussion rubric 

Book reviews 

Reading Wishlist (and 
progress) 

Book club discussion & 
documentation 

 

 

Term 1  
Week 6 - Term 2 
Week 11 

Same learning targets but 
with higher reading level 
(more complex texts) 
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Genres: I can create detailed 
texts for a range of purposes 
and audiences. 
 
Learning Targets:  
I can select an appropriate 
genre to reflect a particular 
purpose 
 
I can Identify and implement a 
specific structure/features 
suited to my writing genre (a 
given genre) 
 
I create paragraphs that begin 
with a topic sentence and 
follow with relevant detail. 
 
I can elaborate, extend on and 
explain my ideas 
 
I can revise and edit my own 
and others’ work, using agreed 
criteria to prepare it for 
publishing for a specific 
audience. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I can identify and use the structures and 
language features of: 

- Persuasive/Argumentative 
- Information reports/explanation 
- Procedural  
- Narratives 
- Poetry 
- Hybrid texts (also include: Historical 

fiction)  
- Recounts (biography) 
- Memoirs 

 
I understand that structure of my text 
matches the genre that we are writing (as 
recorded on PS). 
 
I can adapt a narrative to a screenplay/ 
script.  
 
I can write a paragraph containing:  
- topic sentence 
- complex and detailed sentences 
- all sentences are related (relevant) to the 
topic sentence 
 
I can use the ARMS & CUPS 
procedure/criteria to revise and edit my work 
effectively 

I can use the ARMS & CUPS 
procedure/criteria to make 
recommendations to a peer about how to 
revise and edit their work. 

Identify a range of genres, based 
on their key features and 
determine their purpose. 
 
Investigate how sentence 
structure can be used in a variety 
of ways to elaborate, extend and 
explain ideas  
 
Understand that cohesive links 
can be made in texts by omitting 
or replacing words  
 
Use a range of punctuation to 
effectively create meaning within 
my sentences  
 
I can identify and explain the 
different stages of the writing 
process:  
Plan, draft, revise, edit  and 
publish 
 
I can plan and draft  imaginative, 
informative and persuasive texts 
that utilise the correct text 
structure and features.  

Timed writing pieces - 
focusing on a particular 
genre or text structure. 
Assessed against 
proficiency scale.  
 
Writing conferences. 
Writing samples. 
 
Students to annotate their 
work with the edits and 
revisions they have made 
so we assess how well they 
revise & edit. 
 

Term 1  
Week 6 - Term 2 
Week 11 

- To create hybrid texts that 
adapt or combine aspects of 
more than one genre. 
- Investigate and experiment 
with the way I can convey my 
ideas to suit a specific purpose 
and audience 
- Incorporate a theme into my 
narrative for my audience to 
infer 
- Evaluate and provide 
feedback on the work of my 
peers based on agreed criteria 
- Independently make and 
justify editorial choices based 
on agreed criteria 
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Sentence Structure: 
Punctuation & Grammar 
To use grammar and 
punctuation correctly, in order 
to form complete sentences.  
 
Learning Targets: 
I can write clauses where the 
subject  & verb are in 
agreement  
 
I can use a range of punctuation 
independently & consistently in 
my writing (80% of the time)  
 
I can justify why I have used 
particular punctuation. 
 
I edit my writing effectively in 
order to monitor the correct 
use of punctuation and 
grammar.  
 
 

Students can alter the tense of a variety of 
verbs to show the timing of an action.  
 
Students can determine whether the subject 
is singular or plural and select the verb from 
accordingly  
 
Eg: The box (S) are ready - X 
       The box (S) is ready -  ✔ 
 
Students write phrases and clauses where 
the verb and subject are in agreement  
 
PUNCTUATION:  
Apostrophes 
Students use apostrophes when forming a 
contraction, to signify missing words 
Eg: Cannot = can’t  
 
Students use an apostrophe to form the 
possessive this includes the following 
scenarios:  
Singular possessive  
Plural possessive  
Nouns that already end in ‘s’ 
It’s = it is  

Students understand that: Words 
are the building blocks of 
language. 
Grammar is the set of rules that 
determines how these building 
blocks can be put together  
 
Students understand that verbs 
have different tenses (forms) 
which indicate when an action 
takes place 
 
Students know the 10 parts of 
speech - they can name, identify, 
explain and use these:  
 
 
Students understand the 
difference between a clause and 
phrase  
(Sentences always contain a 
clause but not always a phrase)  
 

Punctuation investigation 
using texts of their 
choice: generate rules 
 
Converting a script into 
punctuated text 
 
Cloze activities (e.g. 
Spellodrome Commas 
and Speech Marks 
assessment).  
 
Posters & presentations 
about punctuation types  

Term 1 Week 6 - 
Term 2 Week 3 

Elipses 
Colons 
Semi Colons  
 
Use for Voice & Craft 
Writing competitions - writing 
for a purpose 
 
Publish ebooks onto Beagle 
with a Book  
 
Picture story books for other 
buddies/preps etc  
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Its = possessive (no apostrophe)  
 
Commas 
Students use commas:  
In a series/list 
Introductory statements 
Before a conjunction, when separating 2 
clauses  
Direct speech  
Direct address  
Use a pair of commas to separate a 
nonessential clause within a sentence 
Separate dates 
 
Quotation Marks 
Students: 
Use quotation marks to signify the start and 
end of direct speech.  
"Peter and Gloria are joining us."  
 
Use a comma before or after speech to 
indicate who has spoken.  
Harry said, "Come on, Ray. It'll be fun." 
"Let's go," Gilda said. 
 "I'm not sure," said Ray, "that I feel like it." 
 
Understand that punctuation of speech goes 
before the close of dialogue.  
"When will we be back?" Ray asked. 
 "Hooray!" said Debbi. 
 
Understand that where speech falls at the 
end of the sentence, only one punctuation 
mark is needed.  
 
Use a capital letter when a new speaker 
starts talking. 
 
Use a new line when a new speaker talks.  
"How long a hike is it?" Ray asked. "I don't 
know whether I have the energy." 
"I think," said Iris, "that it's about seven miles 
to the top." 
 

 
PUNCTUATION: 

(Level 1) use common 
punctuation correctly including 
full stops, question marks and 
exclamation marks (ACELA1449 
Punctuation) 

(Level 2) identify and use 
punctuation, including full stops, 
question marks, exclamation 
marks, commas and capital letters 
(ACELA1465 Punctuation) 

Use strategies to reread, revise 
and edit writing for spelling, 
punctuation and/or text 
structure, for example reading 
aloud, use of feedback from 
others (ACELY1672 Editing) 

(Level 3) Know that contractions 
are a feature of informal language 
(ACELA1480 Punctuation) 

(Level 4) use quotation marks to 
correctly signal dialogue, titles or 
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Use quotation marks to indicate quoted 
speech.  
 
 

quoted (direct) speech 
(ACELA1492 Punctuation) 

(Level 5) Form the possessive by 
adding just the apostrophe to 
regular plural nouns ending in ‘s’ 
(ACELA1506 Punctuation) 

Text Structure & Organisation: 
Sentence Types 
I can use  a variety of sentence 
types in my writing, including: 
simple,  compound and 
complex sentences, depending 
on the purpose 
 
Learning Targets:  
I can use complex sentences to 
elaborate, extend and explain 
ideas in my writing. 
 
Explain the different types of 
connectives and their purpose. 
 
Use clauses and a range of 
connectives to elaborate on a 
message in my writing.  
 
I can select and include relevant 
and specific vocabulary to 
create shades of meaning in my 
sentences.  
 
 
 

I can use complex sentences to make 
connections between ideas, such as:  
- to provide a reason ( 'He jumped up 
because the bell rang');  
- to state a purpose ( 'She raced home in 
order to confront her brother');  
- to express a condition ('It will break if you 
push it');  
- to make a concession (‘'She went to work 
even though she was not feeling well');  
- to link two ideas in terms of various time 
relations ( 'Nero fiddled while Rome burned') 
 
I know that a complex sentence typically 
consists of a main clause (Tom was late) and 
a subordinate clause (due to the traffic) with 
a conjunction to link the two.  
 
I can construct detailed sentences, that 
convey extensive knowledge about a subject 
area, by using clauses, connectives and 
punctuation correctly.  
 
Understand how ideas can be expanded and 
sharpened through careful choice of verbs, 
elaborated tenses and a range of adverb 
groups/phrases  
 
Understand the various uses of commas and 
apply this within my writing. 
 
Thesaurus use & skill  
Inclusion of word wall words  
Inclusion of reading book words  
 

Use simple, compound and 
complex sentences to express and 
combine ideas (ACELY1682 
Creating texts) 

Use noun groups to provide a 
fuller description of a person, 
place, thing or idea appropriate to 
the purpose and audience 
(ACELA1508 Word level grammar) 

Explain the difference between 
simple, compound and complex 
sentences. 
 
Use a variety of sentence 
structures, in order to achieve a 
specific effect.  
 
Name the common connectives  
 
Use conjunctions/connectives 
(and, but, because, therefore) to 
link ideas in a sentence. 
 
Use commas in 7 different ways 
within my writing. 
(A simple series of 3 or more items, 
Separating interchangeable adjective, 
Connecting 2 independent clauses, To 
set off introductory elements, Comma 
to separate expressions that interrupt 
the sentence flow, Comma after 
words that introduce a sentence, 
Added information which can be 
removed without changing the 
meaning of the original sentence.) 
 

Writing samples 
Writing conferences 
Dictated writing 
 
CFA’s designed by team. 
- Highlight 
connectives/conjunctions 
in a piece of writing. 
- Give them a selection of 
connectives/conjunctions 
and they write a piece 
including them. (Do they 
know the meaning of the 
connective and use it 
correctly when linking 2 
ideas? e.g. Australia has 
been second home for 3 
years, I love the weather, 
however, I would love to 
make it my permanent 
home. - Incorrect use of 
however.) 
- Compare a simple 
sentence and a complex 
sentence and explain the 
difference. 
 
 
Picture story book - every 
page  

Term 2 Week 3 - 
11 

I can justify my  use of 
sophisticated 
connectives/conjunctions 
(consequently, subsequently, 
furthermore, nethertheless) 
and the effect of these in 
expressing and developing my 
ideas.  
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Handwriting: 
I can write using Victorian 
Modern Cursive for a period of 
30 minutes. 
 
Learning Targets:  
I can write legibly, using a 
consistent style, for at least 30 
mins. 
 
I can demonstrate fluid joins 
from common entry & exit 
points 
 
I can join letters using bottom 
joins 
 
 

I can  form all my letters correctly, accurately 
and efficiently. 
 
I can join letters, using common entry and 
exit points:  
Ie: bottom joins (a, e, i, c, d, l etc)  
 

 

 

I start all letters from the correct 
position and follow the correct 
formation. 
 
I can form my letters correctly.  
 
I can write using my own personal 
style 

Ongoing handwriting 
lessons with application 
time.  

Term 1  
Week 6 - Term 2 
Week 11 

At all times I use Victorian 
Modern Cursive in a fluent, 
neat and efficient way. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

      
Spelling: 
I can use a range of spelling 
strategies and the word’s 
meaning to spell new words. 
 
Learning Targets: 
I can select the most efficient 
and appropriate spelling 
strategy, depending on the 
word to be spelled.  
 
I can flexibly use a range of 
spelling strategies  
 
I can name and explain a range 
of spelling strategies 

I can use  a range of efficient strategies to 
spell unknown words, including:  
 
Morphemic Strategy: 
How words represent meaning  
-prefixes, suffixes, word origins, base words 
Phonemic Strategy:  
I can use my letter-sound knowledge 
Spelling Generalisations:  
spelling rules (i before e) 
Visual strategy  
how words look & can check whether they 
‘look right’ 
Connecting strategy  

I know what a base words is & the 
difference between this and a 
root word. 
 
I know what a prefix and a suffix 
is and the meaning of some 
common examples 
  
I know the different vowel sounds 
and how to spell them (eg: long 
‘a’ is spelt ay, eigh, ai etc)  
 
I know all the consonant and 
vowel sounds and the 
corresponding letter 
combinations that make them  

Writing samples 
Writing conferences 
Single Word Spelling Test 
Weekly spelling homework 
words 
Anecdotal notes  
Word Investigations 
 
Words Their Way - Get 
spelling  

Term 1  
Week 6 - Term 2 
Week 11 

Apply spelling strategies to 
more complex words. 
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I know that my knowledge of one word can 
help me spell words with the same sound: 
base/root words, word families 
Inquiry strategy 
I can use reference materials, such as 
dictionary, thesaurus (online and print) and 
peer review correctly.  
 

 

 
I know all the letter clusters (scr, 
pl, gr) 
 
I know all the dependable rimes 
(at, ack) 
 
I know that syllables are broken 
up into consonants and vowels 
 
I can spell the Oxford 404 high 
frequency word list 
 
 

Speaking & Listening - 
Discussions 
I can participate and contribute 
to discussions and debates - 
clarifying content and 
challenging others ideas.  
 
Learning Targets:  
I can independently use a range 
of strategies to effectively offer 
my opinion and when 
responding to others’ opinions 
during discussions and debates. 
 
I am able to invite peer 
participation and opinions.  
  
I can use a range of strategies to 
respond effectively in 
discussions, to direct questions 
and to others’ opinions. 
 
I adjust my tone and word 
selection  to suit different 
situations.   

 

I can contribute and respond to discussions, 
challenging others’ ideas by:  
 
Using strategies, for example pausing, 
questioning, rephrasing, repeating, 
summarising, reviewing and asking clarifying 
questions. 
 
Exploring personal reasons for acceptance or 
rejection of opinions offered and linking the 
reasons to the way our cultural experiences 
can affect our responses 

Recognising that closed questions ask for 
precise responses while open questions 
prompt a speaker to provide more 
information 

 

 Contribute actively to class and 
group discussions, taking into 
account other perspectives 

can develop and explain a point 
of view about a text selecting 
information, ideas and images 
from a range of resource. 

Conversational awareness 
Knowing how to speak when 
challenging others’ ideas.  

Anecdotal notes 
Individual and group 
presentations for 
homework and class 
work/Feedback 
Share/Reflections 
 
 
DEBATES - Have a say day. 
Wembley-wide public 
speaking competition. 
 
Joke telling competition 

Term 1  
Week 6 - Term 2 
Week 11 

I participate and contribute in 
all discussions, clarifying 
content and challenging 
others’ ideas. 
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